ST IVES CRASH OUT OF CORNWALL CUP

WADEBRIDGE CAMELS 50

ST IVES 13

After their big Boxing day win St Ives were brought down to earth with bang when they were totally outplayed by two league lower Wadebridge Camels, who produced the shock of the season and sent them crashing out of the Skinners Cornwall Cup.

St Ives were the highest placed league team in the Skinners Cornwall Cup and must have fancied their chances to pick up some silverware to make up for their miserable league season, which sees them propping up the South West One table with relegation appearing almost inevitable.

The loss will be a huge blow to the clubs finances as they will not qualify for next season’s lucrative National trophy, which has put over £10K in the clubs coffers over the past couple of years. 

Any neutral spectators watching this game would have questioned which club played their rugby at the higher level as the home side dished out a lesson in tactics, skill and more importantly commitment.

True, St Ives were missing a few first choice players but two years ago met the Camels at the same stage of the competition, and in similar circumstances, but came away with a 29 –13 win. Incidentally, only four of Saturday’s team, Mark Sherris, David Bramwell, Louis Stevens and Justin Paul, played on that occasion.  

St Ives started with the strong wind at their backs but the Camels took only five minutes to shock St Ives when blind side flanker Matt Angwin drove over from a ruck close to the line.

The confident Camels backs were running from deep inside their own half and had little difficulty breaching the fragile St Ives defence. 

With full back, Dan Briskham, the former Launceston player, breaking through non-existent tackling they added a couple of converted tries before St Ives lost scrum half Stuart Turnbull with a leg injury. Rob Rowe came on as a replacement.

The home side added another try before St Ives pegged three points back just before the break when outside half Mike Crump slotted over a penalty to make the interval score 24 points to 3.

Camels, despite being reduced to 14 players after one of their forwards was yellow carded for not rolling away after a tackle, continued to dominate play scoring three more tries before St Ives eventually breached the home defence when flanker Julian Hosking charged over after a quickly taken penalty, Crump’s conversion summed up the afternoon bouncing back off the uprights.

Replacement winger Ben Miscowicz added the Camels final try before Ashley Lawton touched down a consolation try with the last move of a game St Ives will quickly want to forget.

This weekend St Ives return to league rugby and host Oxford Harlequins at Alexandra Road, kick off is at 2.30pm St Ives will be kooking to reverse a 72 – 3 defeat at Oxford in early November

St Ives: Tries: Julian Hosking, Ashley Lawton, 


           Penalty: Mike Crump 

St Ives: Paul Sherris, Jack Eddy, Josh Stevens, James Earp, Daniel Bassett, Mike Crump, Stuart Turnbull, Hugh Noott, David Bramwell, Craig Williams, Richard Humphries, Ashley Lawton, Justin Paul, Julian Hosking, Louis Stevens (capt)

Replacements, Luke Varney, Simon Hosking, Robert Rowe, Aaron Benton (all used)

