ST IVES DRAW WITH THIRD PLACE WESTON  

ST IVES 7

WESTON-SUPER-MARE 7

Playing with a lot of spirit St Ives held third place Weston-super-Mare to a well deserved draw to pick up their first league point, since their win over Coney Hill in the opening game of the season.

The St Ives side went through another major reshuffle. With both Matt Thomas and Mike Crump out injured, St Ives were forced to play the versatile ex-Basingstoke player Jamie Fish, normally a scrum half, at number 10. Josh Stevens came in a full back in place of the injured Marc Britton but on the plus side James Earp returned from injury to partner Steve Evans in the centre. Dave Bramwell took over from hooker Ben Taylor, who was unavailable. Louis Stevens, who missed the cup defeat against Ealing, partnered Richard Humphries in the second row in place of the injured Ben Sidgwick. Nigel Laity and Justin Paul retained their places in the back row.

There was minute’s silence before the game in memory of Sam Greenaway, a close friend of several of the players, who was tragically killed in a road accident in London the previous night.

Playing with the strong wind and drizzle at their backs St Ives held territorial advantage for the first quarter and deservedly took the lead in the 18th minute when scrum half Stuart Turnbull broke through from a maul to dive over near the posts. Full back Josh Stevens, who had a fine defensive game, converted.

The home side retained possession for long periods with the back row of Kiwi number eight Michael Brooke, who was playing his last game for St Ives before returning down under, and flankers Justin Paul and 42-year-old Nigel Laity never far from the action. 

The dangerous Weston backs, who found the greasy ball difficult to handle, were kept under control by the hard tacking of St Ives centres Steve Evans and James Earp.

In the final minutes of the first half the visitors opted for a catch and drive rather than a penalty into the wind but St Ives defended well and Jamie Fish relieved pressure with a fine clearance kick. 

After the interval Steve Evans broke through but winger Nick Hitchens was unable to hold his pass, the home forwards were making considerable ground retaining possession and driving up field.

A St Ives mistake in the 55th minute, when a penalty failed to find touch, allowed Weston to hit back with flanker David Cook being driven over by his fellow forwards following a five metre scrum, outside half Mark Armstrong slotted over the conversion to level the scores.

St Ives replaced Nick Hitchens with Jack Eddy, Simon Hosking came in place of prop Doug Wood, and player/coach John Navin came on for veteran Nigel Laity, who had played with the enthusiasm of a teenager 

Play in the last quarter went from end to end but neither side was able to break the deadlock although St Ives had the opportunity in the dying minutes to attempt a 35-metre penalty into the wind but opted for a catch and drive in the corner. Although they retained possession and were camped in the Weston corner they were unable to breach the visitors defence.

After a terrible run of injuries St Ives were delighted not to have picked any further injuries before they flew out to Dubai the following day to take part in the prestigious Sevens festival 

St Ives’ league game against Chinnor, which was scheduled for Saturday has been put back a week and will now take place next Saturday December 8th. The second XV are home in the Cornwall Merit table to the Pirates Amateur XV, kick off is at 2.30pm

St Ives try Stuart Turnbull


  Conversion Josh Stevens

St Ives; Josh Stevens, Nick Hitchens, James Earp, Steve Evans, Ryan Bishop, Jamie Fish, Stuart Turnbull, Doug Wood, Dave Bramwell, Hugh Noott, Richard Humphries, Louis Stevens (capt), Justin Paul, Nigel Laity, Michael Brooke  

Replacements: Simon Hosking, John Navin, Jack Eddy (all used)

