INEXPERIENCED ST IVES TEAM LOSE CLOSE GAME  

  
REDINGENSIANS 21
 ST IVES 11

On their first ever visit to Redingensians the inexperienced St Ives team, containing several players making their starting debuts, faired much better than anticipated going down by only ten points against last year’s South West Two East champions.

Due to injuries and unavailability St Ives had difficulty fulfilling their front row requirements and were forced to name hooker Dave Bramwell as their only front row replacement. Fortunately both props, Luke Varney and Paul Hodges, managed to get through the game without injury.

In a last minute reshuffle skipper Louis Stevens, who was recovering from injury and not 100% fit, sat on the bench but was not used. Also missing were backs coach, Steve Evans, not recovered from an injured ankle, and Kiwi number eight Michael Brooke. 

Wing Rob Cutter, formerly with St Just, full back Rob Rowe, centre Josh Stevens, prop Paul Hodges, and the complete back row of Justin Paul, Aaron Benton and Julian Middlemiss were all making their first start of the season   

Redingensians went ahead with a converted try before St Ives outside half Matt Thomas pegged three points back with a well-struck penalty.

St Ives, with lock forwards Ben Sidgwick and Richard Humphries winning more than their share of lineouts, held the heavier home pack until first half injury time when they went over for their second try, which was also converted, to make the interval score 14 points to three.

Thomas added another three points with another successful kick and then caught the home defence napping when from another penalty he kicked cross-field for debutant winger Rod Cutter to score a well worked try. Thomas' conversion attempt failed.

Terry Preston and David Bramwell came as replacements before the home side added another seven pointer before St Ives, with flanker Justin Paul outstanding, camped on the home line in the final ten minutes but were unable to break the resolute home defence

This weekend St Ives have a difficult game when the unbeaten South West One league leaders Bracknell visit Alexandra Road. Kick off is at 3pm. The match official will be a Portuguese referee, who is in the country on an exchange visit, organised by the RFU

St Ives try Rob Cutter

Penalties Matt Thomas 2

St Ives; Rob Rowe, Jack Eddy, Josh Stevens, James Earp, Rob Cutter, Matt Thomas, Stuart Turnbull, Paul Hodges, Ben Taylor, Luke Varney, Ben Sidgwick, Richard Humphries, Justin Paul, Julian Middlemiss, Aaron Benton

Replacements: Louis Stevens (not used), Terry Preston, David Bramwell

