ST IVES LOSE OUT IN A THRILLER 

ST IVES 17
  
READING 22

In a thrilling game an unconverted try midway through the second half gave Reading their first win of the season after St Ives drew level with a devastating five minute scoring burst either side of the interval.

Player/coach John Navin, whose calf injury has prevented him starting for St Ives this season, was very disappointed after he watched his young side peg back a seventeen point deficit but still lose. 

The former Redruth captain watched his team match the try count with three apiece but then fail to take three clear-cut chances in the final quarter to secure the league points.

After the previous week’s heavy defeat at Old Patesians St Ives made several changes, James Earp and Ian Veal came into the three-quarter. Luke Varney was joined in the front row by Doug Wood, a recent signing from Hayle, and hooker David Bramwell, veteran Nigel Laity came in on the open side in place of the unavailable Julian Hosking. 

Behind a dominant pack Reading built up a 17 point within the first half hour, scrum half Simon Dyson and winger Duncan Mollison crossed for tries, both converted centre Ben Sturge, who earlier opened the scoring with a long range penalty from close to the half way line.   

The turning point came when Reading lock Pete Lawless was yellow carded for a professional foul just before the interval. 

Taking full advantage in their numerical superiority St Ives added a try straight from the sin binning with skipper Louis Stevens being driven over by the pack, following a catch and drive in the car park corner. Outside half Matt Thomas converted with a fine kick from the touchline.

St Ives immediately scored again when direct from the kick off the forwards supplied quick ball for centre Steve Evans to put speedy winger Jack Eddy through the defence and offload for winger Ian Veal to race over with the final play of the half.

Within a minute of the restart St Ives drew level when the forwards capitalised on a poor kick-off to take play well into the Reading twenty-two. Full back Marc Britton, who had a fine attacking game, split the defence but was stopped only inches from the line but the ball was quickly recycled for centre Steve Evans to cross wide out. Thomas' conversion went agonisingly close to the right hand upright.

Midway through the half, with lock forward Richard Humphries in the bin for a professional foul, the Reading forwards drove well into the St Ives twenty-two before the ball was fed along the three-quarter line for winger Mollison to cross unopposed in the corner for his second try.

St Ives were desperately unlucky in the final minutes when Steve Evans, Marc Britton, James Earp and Ian Veal all went close but the visitors somehow managed to keep their line intact.

This weekend St Ives travel to meet to Reading to meet the other club based in the Berkshire town, Redingensians. They were the champions of South West Two East last season and are currently in 4th place having won two of their three games in South West One. 

St Ives tries Louis Stevens, Ian Veal, Steve Evans

Conversion Matt Thomas

St Ives; Marc Britton, Jack Eddy, James Earp, Steve Evans, Ian Veal, Matt Thomas, Stuart Turnbull, Doug wood, David Bramwell, Luke Varney, Ben Sedgwick, Richard Humphries, Louis Stevens (capt), Nigel Laity, Michael Brooke  

Replacements: Brett Rouncefield, Aaron Benton, Mark Sherris 

