ST IVES IMPROVE BUT STILL LOSE  

ST IVES 8
OXFORD HARLEQUINS 20

St Ives produced a much better performance than their 72 - 3 defeat in November at Oxford but were still unable to prevent the Harlequins completing a South West One double.

Not for the first time, injuries and unavailability forced St Ives to field a make shift team. Versatile Marc Britton took over at scrum half for the first time this season in place of Stuart Turnbull, who was injured in the cup defeat at Wadebridge, and the unavailable Jamie Fish. Matt Thomas returned at outside half with Mark Sherris partnering James Earp in the centre. Rob Rowe, who has come on as replacement in several positions outside of the scrum, made his first league start of the season at full back. Luke Varney and Ben Taylor started in the front row with Ashley Lawton continuing in the second row in place of the unavailable Ben Sidgwick.

Fifth place Quins opened the scoring in the third minute when full back Mark Preston sold an outrageous dummy and then dived over in the corner despite a last ditch tackle by St Ives full back Rob Rowe.

When the visitors strayed offside six minutes later outside half Matt Thomas pegged three points back for St Ives with a 35 metre penalty.

The visiting threequarters looked dangerous and increased their lead midway through the half when hard running centre Andy Henley brushed aside three tackles in a 40 metre run down the touchline. Outside half Frank Jones added the extras.

Play for the rest of the half was mostly in St Ives territory. Matt Thomas, who relieved pressure several times with long clearance kicks, had the chance to reduce the nine point deficit but failed with a long penalty attempt from the ten metre line just before the interval.   

Immediately after the restart St Ives went further behind when Quins ran a poor clearance back at them which ended with flanker Ferdi Gerber crossing near the posts.

Thomas was unfortunate to see another penalty drift past the uprights before a catch and drive, following a penalty kick into the corner, resulted in player/coach John Navin, a first half replacement for flanker Justin Paul, being driven over in the car park corner.

Minutes later they repeated the catch and drive move but Devon referee Simon Lane, officiating his first game since being promoted to the South West Federation Group, adjudged the ball was not grounded over the line.

St Ives were superior in the lineouts frequently robbing Quins ball but despite several bulldozing runs by centre James Earp the outsides were unable to breach the visitors defence.

Quins sealed the game in the final minute when full Mark Preston punished the yellow carding of St Ives prop Craig Williams, who was yellow carded for preventing a penalty to be taken quickly.  

This weekend the 1st Xv have a free week but the 2nd Xv travel to Truro for a Cornwall 2nd XV merit table fixture, kick off is at 2.30pm

St Ives try John Navin

Penalty Matt Thomas

St Ives; Rob Rowe, Jack Eddy, Mark Sherris, James Earp, Steve Evans, Daniel Bassett, Matt Thomas, Marc Britton, Luke Varney, Ben Taylor, Craig Williams, Richard Humphries, Ashley Lawton, Justin Paul, Nigel Laity, Louis Stevens (capt)

Replacements, Dave Bramwell, John Navin, Rob Cutter, 

