OLD PATESIANS 54
ST IVES 0

After the previous weeks comparatively easy win over Coney Hill expectations were high as St Ives travelled to Cheltenham to meet the Old Patesians for the first time in a competitive fixture.

The home side were relegated from National Three South last season and drew their opening league game, twenty four points apiece, at Oxford Harlequins but it took very little time to realise that the young light St Ives forwards would not be able to contain the experienced and big home pack.

St Ives were forced to make a couple of changes from the previous weekend. Marcus Bassett replaced the injured Aussie wing Terry Preston, Julian Hosking moved to hooker allowing the former Redruth flanker Dean Rainey to make his debut in St Ives colours. 


Playing up the considerable slope the Pats forwards battered the St Ives' line straight from the kick off and took the lead in the 10th minute when outside half Adam Seagar slotted over a penalty.


Forward domination resulted in three further tries, two being converted, all touched down the forwards to put the home side ahead at the interval by twenty-two unanswered points.

With a constant supply of quality possession the home outsides came into the game adding another seventeen points in the opening ten minutes of the second half.

Midway through the half St Ives were forced to replace prop Rob Wills, who carried an injury into the game, with veteran Brett Rouncefield and Aaron Benton replaced skipper Louis Stevens.

In the last quarter the rampaging home forwards added another three pushover tries followed by the final try of the game when winger Matt Norman ran 60 metres to touch down in the corner.

For St Ives number eight Michael Brooke was the pick of the forwards and centre Steve Evans worked tirelessly but had little support. 

St Ives; Marc Britton, Jack Eddy, Mark Sherris, Steve Evans, Marcus Bassett, Matt Thomas, Stuart Turnbull, Rob Wills, Julian Hosking, Luke Varney, Ben Sedgwick, Richard Humphries, Louis Stevens (capt), Dean Rainey, Michael Brooke  

Replacements: Brett Rouncefield, Aaron Benton, Rob Rowe (not used)

This weekend St Ives, who hope to have player/coach John Navin back from injury, host one place lower Reading, who have lost both their opening fixtures against Oxford Harlequins and Maidenhead. Kick off at Alexandra Road is at 3pm.

