ST IVES SCORE ONLY TRY BUT LOSE CLOSE GAME  

ST IVES 5  
MAIDENHEAD 6

St Ives outside half Matt Thomas, who was already carrying a leg injury, had the chance to snatch victory in the final minute but his conversion attempt from the touchline sailed just outside of the uprights and Maidenhead hung on for a single point victory.

St Ives scored the only try of the game but still slipped to next-to-bottom of the league as Maidenhead kicked a penalty in each half to extend their winning sequence over their Cornish opponents.

The home forwards, with loan signing Richard Humphries making his home debut, put in a much-improved performance. Against the elements in the first half they retained possession and made considerable ground up field with disciplined forward drives. 

The game was held up for over half an hour in the second half when the St Ives medical team and referee Richard Stegall, himself a paramedic and a former member of the Devon air ambulance crew, decided not to move St Ives winger Jack Eddy, who was knocked unconscious when making a tackle.

After the previous week’s heavy defeat at Cleeve the experienced pair of Steve Evans and Ian Veal returned in place of Josh Stevens and Terry Preston. Player/coach John Navin made his first start of the season with skipper Louis Stevens moving up to the second row to partner Richard Humphries.

After only ten minutes St Ives were disrupted when winger Veal, who was just returning from injury, sustained a cut face and had to be replaced by Jamie Fish, normally a scrum half, who went on to have an excellent game on the wing.

Despite having the advantage of the strong wind at their backs the visitors only score in the first half was a tenth minute 40 metre angled penalty by full back Warren Abrahams.

All of the play in the third quarter was in the Maidenhead twenty-two but despite constant pressure St Ives, who were held up over the try line several times, were unable to turn pressure into points.

St Ives shunned a kickable penalty in favour of a lineout in the corner but Maidenhead repelled the catch and drive.  

Midway through the half the visitors broke out of defence and were awarded a penalty, for offside, when the game was halted for over thirty minutes but when play restarted Abrahams doubled the visitors lead with his second penalty.

After Eddy’s unfortunate departure by ambulance, which had came onto the pitch, John Navin switched from the forwards into the centre with Marc Britton moving out to the wing, Aaron Benton came into the back row. 

St Ives continued to bombard the Maidenhead line, number eight Michael Brooke twice went close, Stuart Turnbull almost scrambled over the line, Nick Hitchens saw a drop goal attempt drift just outside of the posts, but the constant pressure eventually paid off in the last minute when centre Steve Evans sent Marc Britton diving over in the corner. 

Outside Matt Thomas had the chance to grab the league points but his difficult conversion attempt from the touchline failed leaving St Ives gutted and Maidenhead jubilant.

This weekend St Ives travel to sixth placed Oxford Harlequins, who completed the double over the Hakes last season. Kick off is at the earlier time of 2.30pm. The 2nd Xv are trying to arrange a game at Alexandra Road, if successful that kick off will also be at 2.30pm

St Ives try Marc Britton

St Ives; Nick Hitchens, Jack Eddy, Marc Britton, Steve Evans, Ian Veal, Matt Thomas, Stuart Turnbull, Hugh Noott, Ben Taylor, Richard Hoskings, Richard Humphries, Louis Stevens (capt), John Navin, Julian Hosking, Michael Brooke  

Replacements: Doug Wood, Aaron Benton, Jamie Fish

