 BEST PERFORMANCE FOR WEEKS BUT ST IVES ARE KNOCKED OUT OF RFU TROPHY

ST IVES 3

EALING 40

Despite producing their best performance for several weeks St Ives bowed at the second round stage of the EDF National trophy against their league higher opponents but were unrecognisable as the same side that capitulated in the previous week's home league defeat against Bournemouth.

The injury jinx hit St Ives again with outside half Mike Crump breaking an elbow in the 3rd minute and just before half time centre Marc Britton following him to hospital after taking a heavy knock to his ribs and back.

Already decimated by injuries with skipper Louis Stevens, flanker Julian Hosking, player/coach John Navin, outside half Matt Thomas, centre James Earp already on the sidelines St Ives had hoped to rest scrum half Stuart Turnbull but competent replacement Jamie Fish was working in the morning and was held up in traffic getting to the ground for the earlier 2pm kick off.

The intention was for Turnbull to start and Fish to come as a replacement but by the time the Padstow chef arrived St Ives had suffered major injuries forcing Turnbull to stay on the field until the closing minutes.

St Ives started confidently and retained possession for the first couple of minutes but when their first kick of the game failed to find touch Ealing winger Owen Brunysells counter attacked and ran 60 metres to score, outside half Ben Ward slotted over the simple conversion.

Mike Crump was injured trying to stop the Ealing winger and was replaced by centre Josh Stevens with Marc Britton switching to outside half.

The Ealing outsides looked dangerous and a slick-handling move in the 15th minute produced an excellent try for full back Frank Keenan, which Ward converted from wide out.

St Ives were playing well and second row forwards Ben Sidgwick and Richard Humphries, who both missed the previous weeks game, stole a couple of crucial line outs but on the half hour Ealing lock forward Luke Cudmore stole possession in a maul and dived over for the third try. 

Immediately after Jamie Fish had came on for Britton, good play by number eight Michael Brook and winger Justin Bishop almost created a try for St Ives but when Ealing were penalised on their own line replacement Josh Stevens slotted over a short range penalty to complete the first half scoring.

With the wind now at their backs St Ives should have pegged points back in the 57th minute but, following a 35 metre run by Kiwi Brook, St Ives wasted a three man overlap when the try-scoring pass from Stevens to full back Nick Hitchens went to ground.

The visitors, with their powerful pack providing quality possession for their speedy three-quarters, emphasised their squad strength in the final quarter by sending on top-notch replacements and ran in a three further tries, two by Neville Edwards who had switched to the wing after starting in the centre, and replacement Lewis Gunn. All being converted by Ward.

This weekend St Ives return to league action when their nearest South West opponents Weston-super-Mare visit Alexandra Road, kick off is at 2.30pm. The Somerset seasiders are having a good season and are currently third in the league although they were also knocked out of the National Trophy last weekend losing on the South Coast to Worthing. Last season the clubs drew at St Ives and Weston narrowly won at home

St Ives penalty Josh Stevens

St Ives; Nick Hitchens, Jack Eddy, Marc Britton, Steve Evans, Ryan Bishop, Mike Crump, Stuart Turnbull, Doug Wood, Ben Taylor, Hugh Noott, Richard Humphries, Ben Sidgwick, Justin Paul, Nigel Laity, Michael Brooke  

Replacements: Dave Bramwell, Jamie Fish, Julian Middlemiss, Rob Cutter, Aaron Benton, Josh Stevens

