ST IVES 27
CONEY HILL 6

New look St Ives crossed for four tries and kept their line intact to defeat Coney Hill, whose South West One baptism was made more difficult by a succession of serious injuries.

The game was held for over half an hour at the interval when replacement Simon Ellicott, who only been on the field for 5 minutes, sustained a neck injury and was transferred to hospital by Air Ambulance, which landed on the pitch.

St Ives fielded a very young front five and only two of the outsides, scrum half Stuart Turnbull and centre Mark Sherris, played in last years league campaign.

The home side started strongly and almost scored from the kick off but from the resultant penalty outside half Mark Thomas slotted over 30 metre-angled kick. 

Visiting outside half Rory Baker leveled he scores with a simple kick from in front of the posts when St Ives backs coach Steve Evans was yellow carded for a professional foul.

Although a man short the home side regained the lead when young centre Mark Sherris sliced through after good build up play by half's backs Thomas and Turnbull. 

St Ives applied plenty of pressure but were unable to increase their lead until the 28th minute when good play by Kiwi number eight Michael Brooke set up a try for skipper Louis Stevens, Thomas added the extras.

Coney Hill came back into the game in the final ten minutes of the half, several times shunning simple kicks at goal and opting to put the ball into the corner, but the home defence held firm.

When play re-commenced after the long interval the home side quickly stretched their advantage when centres Evans and Sherris set up a try near the posts for number eight Brooke, Bryant added the conversion

Baker, who was yellow carded late in the game, immediately pegged three points back for last season's South West Two West champions before St Ives had to replace three players within three minutes, all with blood injuries.

Wingers Darren Carr and Max Whelan looked dangerous for Coney Hill but the home side sealed the game when flanker Julian Hosking, capped a fine performance, driving over following sustained forward pressure.   

This weekend St Ives travel to Cheltenham to play new opponents Old Patesians, who drew their opening league game, 24 points apiece, against Oxford Harlequins

St Ives tries Mark Sherris, Louis Stevens, Michael Brooke, Julian Hosking

Conversion Matt Thomas 2
 
Penalties MattThomas 2

St Ives; Marc Britton, Jack Eddy, Mark Sherris, Steve Evans, Terry Preston, Matt Thomas, Stuart Turnbull, Rob Wills, Ben Taylor, Luke Varney, Ben Sedgwick, Richard Humphries, Louis Stevens (capt) Julian Hosking, Michael Brooke,  

Replacements: Brett Rouncefield, Rob Rowe, Aaron Benton, 

