ST IVES’ BIGGEST HOME DEFEAT OF THE SEASON

ST IVES 3
CLEVE 61

On an uncharacteristic January afternoon, sunny and without any wind, Cleve moved up to third place in South West One when they inflicted St Ives’ worst league defeat of the season at Alexandra Road.

The defeat would have been much bigger had their backs had not been so greedy and they converted more than three of the eleven tries that they scored.

The St Ives team cannot be criticised, they played with plenty of spirit and retained possession for long periods but the smaller forwards were completely out muscled by their bigger opponents and the outsides were unable to cope with the sheer physical presence and pace of the visiting backs.

Such is the shortage of players at St Ives that Saturday’s team only included four players in the same positions, and another forward in the backs, that took the field in the opening league game of the season in September.

The only players to appear on Saturday that defeated Coney Hill in September were young lock forward Ben Sidgwick, who captained the side for the first time, hooker Ben Taylor, centre Mark Sherris and outside half Matt Thomas. Julian Hosking, who played at flanker in the earlier game, took over at scrum half in the absence of the injured Stuart Turnbull.

Regular players missing included skipper Louis Stevens, out with a shoulder injury, experienced scrum half Stuart Turnbull, centre James Earp (hamstring), Jack Eddy, Josh Stevens, the Bassett brothers, Dave Bramwell, Richard Humphries and Luke Varney and many more…  

Cleve went ahead after only three minutes with powerful wing Shack Ajuwa touching down in the corner, they added four more tries at regular intervals to lead by 27 points in as many minutes.

St Ives had a rousing spell just before the interval when they bombarded the Cleeve line. Following an excellent lineout catch by player/coach John Navin, Ashley Lawton, who was selected at centre but ended up at prop, was halted on the line but Cleeve were penalised and outside half Matt Thomas slotted over the simple penalty for St Ives’ only points of the afternoon.

The St Ives jubilation was short lived as from the kick off Cleeve counter attacked a poor St Ives clearance and moved the ball wide for centre Dan Ajuwa, brother of shack who scored earlier, to touch down in the corner with the last move of the half. 

After the interval Cleve ran in five further tries, several near the posts, but surprisingly were only able to convert two.

St Ives injuries continued to mount in the second half with Nick Hitchens, Julian Hosking, Ashley Lawton all having to be replaced, Mike Crump, Julian Middlemiss and Liam Trudgeon came on but young Trudgeon, making his senior debut, didn’t last long receiving a yellow card for a professional foul just a few minutes before the final whistle.   

On Saturday the 1st Xv do not have a game but the 2nd Xv travel to Helston. On Monday evening the Cornwall Clubs XV are the annual visitors for the St Ives feast game, KO is at 7.30pm 

St Ives Penalty Matt Thomas

St Ives: Rob Rowe, Nick Hitchens, Mark Sherris, Ryan Bishop, Rob Cutter, Matt Thomas, Julian Hosking, Ashley Lawton, Ben Taylor, Hugh Noott, Ben Sidgwick (capt) Ryan Trudgeon, Justin Paul, Nigel Laity, John Navin

Replacements, Liam Trudgeon, Mike Crump, Julian Middlemiss. 

