ANOTHER HEAVY DEFEAT FOR ST IVES  

CHINNOR 77  
ST IVES 0

St Ives suffered another heavy defeat on the road when 2nd place Chinnor ran in eleven tries against the depleted side, which was once again severely hit by injuries and unavailability.

Oxfordshire has not been happy place for St Ives, only a few weeks ago they suffered a 72 –3 defeat at the hands of Oxford Harlequins.

With experienced centres Steve Evans on holiday and James Earp ill they were so short in the outsides that recent signing Ashley Lawton, who rejoined the club from Falmouth as a replacement for number eight Michael Brook, who has returned to New Zealand, was forced to play in the centre. 

Josh Stevens, who played well at full back in the recent home draw against 3rd place Weston-super-Mare partnered Stuart Turnbull at half back. Former St Just winger Rob Cutter started his first league game with Ryan Bishop moving into the centre. Another new signing prop Craig Williams, from Redruth, packed down in the front row alongside hooker Ben Taylor, who returned after injury.

St. Ives skipper Louis Stevens, playing at number eight, won the toss and elected to play against the wind hoping to contain the home side in the first period.  

Chinnor took the lead in the 3rd minute with a well-judged penalty from outside half James Cathcart. Another penalty from the same player, just 3 minutes later, doubled the score.

In the 12th minute the home side crossed for their first try when flanker Andrew McGuire touched down following a rolling maul, Cathcart slotted over the conversion and added his third penalty shortly after.

Despite the dreadful conditions the home side emphasised their superior handling skills with both wingers and skipper Matt Hutchings touching down before the interval, Cathcart converted two and added a his fourth penalty to give Chinnor a 38 point cushion to defend into the wind.

With the conditions in their favour in the second half St Ives, although the pack competed well, were unable to make any impression on the confident Chinnor side. 

In the final quarter veteran Nigel Laity replaced Louis Stevens and Luke Varney came on for Hugh Noott ten minutes from time but their cause was not helped with the 70th minute yellow carding of flanker Julian Hosking for a technical offence.

The home side completely dominated play in the second half adding another seven tries with Cathcart touching down a brace and adding two conversions for a personal tally of thirty-two points.

This weekend St Ives travel to Bournemouth for a 2.30pm kick off. Five weeks ago the Dorset club, who are currently third from bottom of the league, defeated St Ives by 37 points to 3 in what was probably the Hakes worst performance of the season. The 2nd XV are home to Penryn 2nd XV in the Cornwall 2nd XV merit table fixture, kick off is also at 2.30pm.

St Ives; Jack Eddy, Rob Cutter, Ryan Bishop, Ashley Lawton, Nick Hitchens, Josh Stevens, Stuart Turnbull, Hugh Noott, Ben Taylor, Craig Williams, Richard Humphries, Ben Sidgwick, Justin Paul, Julian Hosking, Louis Stevens (capt)

Replacements, Luke Varney, Nigel Laity, John Navin, 

