ST IVES WIN FINAL GAME BEFORE LEAGUE CAMPAIGN STARTS

ST IVES 18

BROADSTREET 12

Injuries marred St Ives win over their Midlands One opponents as the new look side, containing nine summer signings, came from behind to score two tries in the final quarter

Broadstreet, who traveled down from Coventry early on Saturday, were a very physical side and with crunching tackles coming in from both sides the first aid men were kept very busy

Three first choice players had to be replaced. Skipper Louis Stevens only lasted until midway through the first half when he was replaced by veteran Nigel Laity. Five minutes before the interval prop Hugh Noott followed with Rob Wills coming on in the front row and midway through the second period former Redruth player Aaron Benton replaced new player/coach John Navin.

St Ives fielded a very young side containing only six players who were on the books last season. Aussie centre Terry Preston made his debut partnering backs coach Steve Evans in the centre. Former Bay lock forward Richard Humphries packed down in the second row with young Ben Sidgwick, formerly with Redruth. The Cornish Pirates kicking coach Mike Crump lined-up at outside half. The team also included former Pirates Colts, winger Jack Eddy and hooker Ben Taylor, and Marc Britton, another young player from Redruth at full back. 

First half play was dire and uninspiring with Broadstreet in front by three points at the interval, outside half Dan Richards knocking over a brace of penalties with outside half Mike Crump replying for St Ives.

After the break Richards increased the Midlanders lead with another couple of penalties with Crump pegging three points back with a simple kick from under the posts.

Midway through the second half the home forwards started to gain supremacy resulting in Kiwi number eight Michael Brook driving over from a five-metre scrum for Crump to convert and put the “Hakes” ahead for the first time.

Referee Ian Pengelly had his hands full and spoke to both captains several times, his patience ran out fifteen minutes time resulting in Jack Eddy and visiting lock forward Ned Simkiss being shown yellow cards.

Centre Steve Evans went close several times for St Ives and eventually set up a try for debutant Aussie centre Terry Preston who squeezed over in the corner for the final try.

This weekend St Ives open their South West One league campaign with a home game against Gloucester based Coney Hill who were promoted last season. Kick off at Alexandra Road is at 3pm. The 2nd Xv have arranged a game at short notice and make the short journey to the Mennaye, kick off against Pirates 2nd XV is at 1.30pm

St Ives tries Michael Brooke, Terry Preston


Conversion Mike Crump

 
Penalties Mike Crump 2

St Ives; Marc Britton, Jack Eddy, Terry Preston, Steve Evans, Mark Sherris, Mike Crump, Stuart Turnbull, Luke Varney, Ben Taylor, Hugh Noott, Ben Sedgwick, Richard Humphries, Louis Stevens (capt) John Navin, Michael Brooke,  

Replacements: Nigel Laity Rob Wills, Aaron Benton, (all used) Dave Bramwell, Rob Cutter, Rob Rowe (not used)  

