BOURNEMOUTH COMPLETE DOUBLE OVER ST IVES  

BOURNEMOUTH 24   
ST IVES 14

On their first ever visit to Bournemouth’s new ground at Chapel Gate St Ives faired much better than in the earlier home game when they lost by 37 points to 3 and were still in contention well into injury time when a late try sealed their fate.

The final scoreline flattered Bournemouth but still enabled them to complete the double and deny St Ives their first South West One away league point of the season.

When you are struggling things always seem to go against you. On Saturday St Ives had several chances in the second half and were very unlucky not to come away with a win after being in contention until the seond minute of added time when Bournemouth replacement James Flynn touched down their fourth try.

St Ives crossed the line twice after the interval; referee Steve Penfold adjudged Ashley Lawton did not ground the ball over the line and on the other occasion the home touch judge disallowed a try in the corner ruling that the player had hit the corner flag before grounding the ball. Outdide half Matt Thomas also narrowly missed a drop goal attempt. 

St Ives were able to field a much-strengthened team. Experienced centres James Earp and Steve Evans lined up in the midfield and Matt Thomas returned at number 10 after being sidelined since the end of October. Recent signing Ashley Lawton, who played in the centre the previous week, reverted to his usual back row position.

In bitterly cold conditions with the pitch firm despite the enormous of amount of rain that fell the previous week Bournemouth had the best possible start when after only two minutes St Ives gifted them an interception try which they easily converted.

St Ives hit back immediately and were level three minutes later when hooker Ben Taylor was driven over following a well executed “catch and drive” Matt Thomas added the conversion.

The scores remained level until midway through the second half when defensive lapses allowed Bournemouth a couple of unconverted tries, which took the score to 17 points to 7.

St Ives brought on Rob Cutter for Matt Thomas, with Steve Evans taking over at outside half, and Luke Varney also came on for try scorer Ben Taylor. 

They went close a couple of times before full back Josh Stevens crossed the Bournemouth line, he converted to reduce the deficit to three points but in the second minute of injury time replacement Flynn sealed the home victory with a try, which centre Gray converted.

After the game the Bournemouth officials remarked that it was one of their most physical games of the season and could not understand why St Ives, with their well-drilled pack and aggressive outsides, were in their current league position. 

This weekend there will no rugby for any of the St Ives XV’s. The 1st XV have a free week and the 2nd XV are unable to rasie a side to play at Bodmin. On Boxing Day, neighbours Hayle are the visitors to Alexandra Road for the traditional festive fixture, kick off is at 2.30pm. The 2nd XV’s meet at Hayle in the morning KO is at 11am

St Ives Try Ben Taylor, Josh Stevens

Conversion Matt Thomas, Josh Stevens

St Ives; Josh Stevens, Jack Eddy, James Earp, Steve Evans, Daniel Bassett, Matt Thomas, Stuart Turnbull, Hugh Noott, Ben Taylor, Craig Williams, Richard Humphries, Ben Sidgwick, Ashley Lawton, Julian Hosking, Louis Stevens (capt)

Replacements, Luke Varney, Nigel Laity (not  used), Rob Cutter.
