TWO CRUEL BOUNCES COST ST IVES DEARLY  

ST IVES 3

BOURNEMOUTH 37

In the basement battle of the South West One table Bournemouth took full advantage of a couple of cruel bounces to score two tries in the first half hour and never looked back.

St Ives, who were decimated by injuries, both prior to and during the game, allowed their confidence to drop after going ten points behind and unless they recruit quality players quickly the rest of the season looks decidedly bleak.

They were forced to reshuffle their side just before kick off when lock forward Richard Humphries and midweek signing centre Gary Ridge both withdrew. Aaron Benton moved from the bench into the second row and Ryan Bishop came in on the wing with Nick Hitchens moving into the centre. Versatile replacement Jamie Fish was also a late withdrawal from the replacements bench.

After the previous week’s big defeat at Oxford Harlequins the Hakes welcomed back captain Louis Stevens, backs coach Steve Evans, and full back Marc Britton from injury     

Outside half Scott Chislett and winger James Flynn crossed for the opening tries after two miss-kicks bounced awkwardly for the St Ives defence.

The first try was farcical as the Bournemouth scrum half sliced his kick, his own winger aimlessly fly hacked the ball in field and it bounced between and over the St Ives defenders and into the hands of the outside half Chislett who raced from the half way line unopposed to score. 

The second was almost as bad when a clearance kick missed touch completely and ended up well infield and bounced over the heads of the St Ives defenders for winger Flynn to run half the length of the field to score.

Before those tries St Ives had several opportunities, they almost crossed from a catch and drive in the corner, hooker Ben Taylor took a quickly taken penalty and sent winger Daniel Bassett scorching down the wing and Nick Hitchens breached the visitors three-quarter line but was unable to link with the support players. 

Unfortunately Aaron Benton, who was later replaced by Justin Paul with player/coach John Navin moving into the second row, and scrum half Stuart Turnbull both had to receive lengthy medical treatment

In the 35 minute St Ives hooker Ben Taylor received a yellow card for not retreating ten metres, which enabled Bournemouth number eight Chris Hughes to power over from the resultant five-metre scrum. 

Minutes later St Ives outside half Mike Crump, whose line kicking throughout the game was excellent, pegged three points back with a 35 metre penalty when visiting flanker Iain Crombie handled in a ruck and joined Taylor in the bin. 

Experienced centre Steve Evans was continually probing and his customary half breaks sent full back Marc Britton and number eight Michael Brooke racing through the visitor’s defence but desperate tackles prevented tries.

Fifteen minutes into the second half outstanding South Sea Island hooker Chris Ulu took full advantage of poor passing by the Bournemouth scrum half and picking the ball up off the ground broke through four tackles to run from the ten metre line and touch down under the posts, centre Tim Gray converted and added a simple penalty minutes later.

In the final minutes, with the Bournemouth pack now well on top, number eight Hughes crossed for his second try and livewire scrum half Sam Hardcastle jinked over under the posts, one being converted by Gary.

This weekend St Ives have a break from South West league rugby when they host Ealing in the second round of EDF National Trophy. The London visitors, who will be making their first visit to Alexandra Road, play one league above St Ives and are currently in 6th place but a couple of weeks ago lost by the last kick of the game to league leaders Mounts bay and last Saturday defeated London Scottish who were one of the early season promotion favourites. Kick off is at 2pm. The 2nd XV who were forced to cancel their 2nd XV merit table game at Wadebridge last weekend are scheduled to travel to Launceston for another merit table game.

St Ives penalty Mike Crump

St Ives; Marc Britton, Daniel Bassett, Nick Hitchens, Steve Evans, Ryan Bishop, Mike Crump, Stuart Turnbull, Doug Wood, Ben Taylor, Hugh Noott, Aaron Benton, Louis Stevens (capt), John Navin, Julian Hosking, Michael Brooke  

Replacements: Dave Bramwell, Justin Paul, Rob Rowe

